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Commonspace  is a collaborative – interdisciplinary planning and design group that works 
since 2012. In 2015 was established as a Social Cooperative Enterprise under the name “CPD 
Creating Spaces” and in 2017 as a Worker Cooperative under its current name. So far, the 
network has collaborated with Universities, Educational Institutions, Public Benefit Institutions, 
Municipalities, Regional Governments, NGOs and various Enterprises. We have designed and 
fulfilled projects, studies and programs funded by various public and private institutions. 
Furthermore, we have developed scientific work and voluntary action on issues related to urban 
conflicts and social movements, (critical) sustainable development and environmental protection.

Commonspace provides high-quality services in the field of spatial strategies, integrated  
urban and spatial planning and sustainable mobility, architecture, urban and
environmental design, social research, and participatory design. It combines 
expertise in spatial analysis methodologies and tools with design innovation 
and participatory social research. It seeks to be a link between citizens, social institutions 
and public authorities, a hub for the exchange of knowledge, ideas, and applied practices.

Our story and 
vision

commonspace  because we design and study the 
shared/common public space as a node between 
society, infrastructure and the environment. For 
us, the planning and management of public space 
is a “common” research field in which “we are 
active”.

commonspace because at the heart of our 
vision lay community and space as complex and 
multifaceted concepts. We perceive space not only 
as the recipient of human activities but as a unity 
that is being transformed by environmental, social, 
political and economic factors. The challenges of 
today’s era have above all a spatial dimension.
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Our team

The wide range of commonspace’s members 
and associates create a network of experts and 
scientists involved in urban development, spatial 
and environmental planning, combining research 
work and study projects.

Interdisciplinarity, integrated approach and 
social interest are at the center of our vision and 
define our operation and work. The social, spatial, 
and environmental problems of current times 
are complex. Therefore, solving them requires the 
composition of scientific knowledge from several 
fields. This perspective is reflected in our team, as 
well as in the wide range of collaborators / ideas 
with which we approach the special requirements 
of each project.



PLANNING DUE DILIGENCE

CULTURE | CULTURAL HERITAGE

SSE (SOCIAL SOLIDARITY ECONOMY)

PROJECT MANAGEMENT | ADVISORY

SOCIAL POLICY STUDIES SERVICES

Our Services

ARCHITECTURE
URBAN DESIGN

SPATIAL STRATEGIES

PARTICIPATORY DESIGN

GIS | SPATIAL ANALYSIS

RESEARCH | EDUCATION
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Architecture and 
Urban Design

Architecture and Urban Planning are key areas on which commonspace has been established, 
while at the same time it is also the core areas of specialization of several of its members. The 
main axes that permeate the design methodology are the integrated approach through which 
all components are intended to be defined by uniform synthetic principles, multidisciplinarity 
guaranteeing the combination of different scientific objects, participatory and focusing on the 
actual needs of users.

The members and associates of commonspace cover the entire spectrum of 
services related to the design of public and private projects. From interior design  
to housing, and from the scale of the neighborhood and public space to urban planning and 
spatial planning. In addition to the range in terms of spatial scale, our services include a 
corresponding range of tasks (preliminary studies, final studies and implementation studies, 
permits, cost estimates, supervision, tender documents, contracting, etc.). Having participated  
with distinction in architectural and urban planning competitions and collaborated 
with public and private sector on projects with significant impact, we seek to combine  
high design quality with modern approaches and tools that are friendly to the  
environment and nature, but also socially just design.

[01] Bungalows in Koufonissi, Cyclades 
Year: 2012-2015

[02] Open Mall. Study for the Redesign of 
the Central Area of the Municipality of 
Messini, Year: 2021

[03]  Protection and Upgrading of Profitis 
Ilias Hill, Municipality of Trikala.  
Year: 2020

[02]

Indicative Services: 
- Studies of public spaces and urban regeneration 
- Building project studies 
- Park and green space studies 
- Landscape architecture studies 
- Building restoration and cultural heritage management 
- Public space design and protection studies,  
pedestrianization, and traffic management



[04] Guidelines for interventions in the 
public space of the Municipality of Athens 
(co. SAMARAS & ASSOCIATES S.A).  
Year: 2016-2017

[05] Special Spatial Plan for the «State of 
Innovation» in the «ΧΡΩΠΕΙ» (Piraeus Paint 
Factory) industrial complex (together with 
SALFO SA). Year: 2021

[06] Urban Plan for the Redevelopment 
of the Lipasmata Area, Municipality of 
Keratsini - Drapetsona. Year: 2023

[04] [05]

[06]

Services:

- Urban Studies

- Local Urban Plans

- Spatial Plans

- Environmental Studies

- Development Strategies

- Sustainable Urban Development Plans

- Climate Change Adaptation Plans

Spatial Strategies

Spatial Planning and Design is at the heart of our work and the academic / research interests 
of our members. We have adopted and practice a design approach that deals with every scale 
of design and planning – from the details of urban equipment to town planning. In this sense, 
we perceive space as a multidimensional concept. It does not imply only architecture or urban 
space bu a unity that changes because of physical, social, political or economic factors. Therefore, 
Spatial Strategies support this approach and includes several spatial examples and case studies.

The experience of commonspace has been developed by implementing new methodologies and 
approaches. Our focus is not only on the development and use of institutionalized urban / spatial 
planning tools but also on the inclusion of innovative financial and economic tools as well as the 
promotion of participatory design and planning.
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ΔΙΑΔΡΑΣΤΙΚΑ ΠΑΙΧΝΙΔΙΑ
ΓΙΑ ΠΑΙΔΙΑ ΜΕ ΛΟΦΙΣΚΟΥΣ

ΧΩΡΟΣ ΕΛΕΥΘΕΡΗΣ ΚΙΝΗΣΗΣ
ΑΠΟ ΣΤΑΘΕΡΟΠΟΙΗΜΕΝΟ ΧΩΜΑ

ΚΗΠΟΣ ΜΕ ΖΑΡΝΤΙΝΙΕΡΕΣ
/ ΜΙΚΡΟ ΘΕΡΜΟΚΗΠΙΟΤΡΑΠΕΖΙΑ ΠΙΚ-ΝΙΚ

ΓΗΠΕΔΟ VOLLEY

ΓΗΠΕΔΟ
FOOTBALL - BASKETBALL

ΞΥΛΙΝΕΣ
ΚΕΡΚΙΔΕΣ

ΔΑΠΕΔΟ EPDM
ME ΠΑΙΧΝΙΔΙ ΙΣΟΡΡΟΠΙΑΣ

ΧΩΡΟΣ ΣΥΓΚΕΝΤΡΩΣΗΣ /
ΠΡΟΣΕΥΧΗΣ ΓΙΑ 250 ΑΤΟΜΑ

ΣΤΕΓΑΣΜΕΝΟΣ
ΧΩΡΟΣ

ΧΩΡΟΣ ΚΑΘΙΣΤΙΚΩΝ
/ ΑΝΑΜΟΝΗΣ

εκκρεμεί στατική
επίλυση

ΠΛΑΚΕΣ ΜΠΕΤΟΝ
ΣΤΟ ΦΥΣΙΚΟ ΧΩΜΑ

ΞΥΛΙΝΕΣ
ΚΕΡΚΙΔΕΣ

ΧΩΡΟΣ ΕΛΕΥΘΕΡΗΣ ΚΙΝΗΣΗΣ ΑΠΟ ΧΥΤΟ ΣΚΥΡΟΔΕΜΑ
ΓΙΑ ΤΑ ΠΑΙΔΙΑ

ΣΤΕΓΑΣΜΕΝΟΣ
ΧΩΡΟΣ

εκκρεμεί στατική
επίλυση

ΣΤΕΓΑΣΜΕΝΟΣ
ΧΩΡΟΣ

εκκρεμεί στατική
επίλυση

ΞΥΛΙΝΕΣ
ΚΕΡΚΙΔΕΣ

ΕΙΣΟΔΟΣ
ΔΗΜΟΤΙΚΟΥ
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επίλυση

ΜΙΚΡΟ ΠΛΑΤΩΜΑ ΜΕ
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ΧΩΡΟΣ
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ΕΙΣΟΔΟΣ
ΔΗΜΟΤΙΚΟΥ

6%
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ΤΥΠΟΥ T1-Α3, KOURASANIT
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[07] ppCΙΤΥ - Integrated Spatial Decision Making & 
Participatory Planning.  Year: 2018-2020

[08] Participatory LAB. Spatial, Urban and Environmental 
Participatory Planning Laboratory for Climate Change 
Adaptation. Year: 2020-2021 

https://www.participatorylab.org/

 [09] Participatory Workshop with citizens of the Municipality 
of Chalandri, for the design of Sofokli Venizelou street. Year: 
2020

[10] Educational Program of Participatory Design in Agia 
Paraskevi Schools.  Year: 2016

[09]

[10]

Participatory Design

 At the core of our approach and vision is the promotion of Participatory Planning/Design. This 
concept includes methodologies, tools and practices that involve social groups and communities 
in the strategic and management processes of public space design. It is not just a matter of 
consultation on laws or studies but of a substantive, equal and inclusive process of participation 
and co-decision.

Although in Greece there is a strong participation of the different social groups in the political 
sphere, the introduction of methods and tools for participatory planning/design is still under 
development. However, commonspace has played a pioneering role in entering such practices 
through its rich experience and research interests. We provide innovative and specialized 
participative design services across all spatial scales regarding different themes.

Services:
-Participatory Design of Public Space
-Participatory Design Platforms
-Participatory Design in schools
-Participatory Planning, Sustainable Development and Adaptation to Climate Change
-Production of Public Policies
-Conflicts Resolution

[07]

[08]



GIS - Spatial Analysis

Spatial Analysis and GIS are key components of the services and knowledge we provide. The 
multidisciplinary approach to solving complex spatial and geographic problems is a key source of 
innovation and creates a high quality scientific result. Cartography, overlay, relativity of location, 
topology, semantics, space syntax and multicriteria analysis are central in our methodologies.

Our members, assossiates and commonspace as a whole, are actively involved in research 
fields regarding spatial issues and specialize in GIS. The main goal of our team is to implement 
groundbreaking methods in the study and analysis of space as well as the application of 
innovative methods for collecting, analyzing, and visualizing spatial data.

We insist on using open data, not only by public bodies but also by enterprises. This is the only 
way to promote research and innovation in the fields of spatial planning, environmental sciences 
and local/regional development. Commonspace supports open source software, but also uses 
commercial software to meet the requirements of each project.

[11] Athens – 15-Minute Open Neighborhood, Municipality of 
Athens.  Year 2025

[12] Regional Plan for Adaptation to Climate Change (PESPCA) 
of Attica - Sector: Built Environment & Cultural Heritage.

Year: 2019-2020

[12]

[11]



Planning Due Diligence

[16] Invest in Peloponnese. Peloponnese 
Region. Year: 2016-2017

Commonspace has in-depth knowledge, considerable experience, and an interdisciplinary 
approach to providing services for investigating urban planning possibilities and real estate 
commitments (planning due diligence), which includes a holistic examination of the spatial 
planning framework, urban planning  and building legislation, protection regimes, environmental  
legislation, etc.  

It also provides support services for the systematic investigation and presentation of the advantages 
and disadvantages of the property area depending on the investment sector, issues of accessibility 
and reachability of the property, view, landscape, proximity to important resources and nuisance 
uses using Geographic Information Systems (GIS), as well as property promotion services 
with aerial photography and video production using drones. By using a specialized network of 
partner companies, commonspace also provides services to figure out the best and most efficient 
investment scenario (highest and best use analysis) and estimate the value of the property. 

Commonspace has carried out relevant studies and projects for individuals, private companies,  
and broader public sector entities for properties in the Peloponnese, Epirus, the Cyclades, 
Euboea, and Attica.

Research- Innovation

Commonspace as a group, as well as its individual members, are engaged in researching 
space, its phenomena, and the social relationships that develop within it. We seek to 
continuously monitor the current scientific debate and research across a wide range of  
fields of knowledge through conference presentations, publications in scientific journals,  
participation in research projects, and ongoing communication with the academic 
community. Common knowledge and culture of cooperation and interdisciplinarity 
are key principles that inspire us. Over the years, we have participated in  
dozens of projects in Greece and at the European level, achieving significant success in highly 
demanding research and innovation programs (such as Horizon, Interreg, UIA-EUI, DUT, 
Erasmus+, etc.).

​

[13] MAINCODE- MAINstreaming nature 
to CO-DEsign urban climate shelters in 
schoolyards, DUT Partnership.

[14] Fairville, Facing Inequalities and 
democratic challenges through Co
production in Cities, Horizon Europe.

[15] RealUrbanGreen, Promoting Green 
Living Areas, Interreg Euro-MED 
Programme,

Year: 2025 - 2027

Year: 2023 - 2026

Year: 2025 - 2038

[13]
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SSE (SOCIAL SOLIDARITY ECONOMY)

 For the last five years, we have participated in every discussion and endeavor regarding the 
development and establishment of the SSE sector in Greece. We are aware of all recent research 
and policy-making at European and national level regarding social enterprises. We have 
contributed to the consultation on the 2016 law and we have participated in several stakeholder 
meetings regarding the SSE.

commonspce COOP has a key role in coordinating the various SSE ventures in Greece (member 
of the Coordination of KOINSEP in Athens, founding member of the Union of SSE Entities of 
Attica, member of the Panhellenic Network of Social Solidarity Economy Cooperatives - SSE 
Coops GR). Our experience in collaborating and networking with other SSE entities at different 
levels (from the local to the international one) is important for the understanding of the multiple 
opportunities, needs and difficulties for the promotion of SSE. Finally, commonspace is a 
founding member of the Association «Educational Platform for K.AL.O.» ( kalomathe.gr )

[20] Educational platform 

kalomathe.gr. 

[20]

Culture - Cultural Heritage

Culture and cultural heritage, and in particular their relationship with public space,  
the city, and citizen participation, are central areas of interest for  
commonspace. Cultural heritage is both a visible and invisible part of  
public space. It reflects the stories of the place and its people. Its protection and promotion 
are an integral part of our perception of the unity of public space and  
its connection with people. Furthermore, participatory processes and the mobilization of  
society as a whole can rapidly change the conditions for the protection and promotion of  
cultural heritage. Finally, commonspace has introduced alternative experiential activities such 
as theatrical play, sensory play, cultural activities, etc. into the implementation of projects and 
workshops related to Participatory Design and Cultural Heritage.

Finally, commonspace has introduced alternative experiential activities such as theatrical play, 
sensory play, cultural activities, etc. into the implementation of projects and workshops related 
to Participatory Design and Cultural Heritage.

 [17] 100 memories

RESEARCH-CREATE-INNOVATE” by P.A.
“Competitiveness, Entrepreneurship and Innovation”, 

RESEARCH-CREATE-INNOVATE” by P.A.
“Competitiveness, Entrepreneurship and Innovation”, 

NSRF 2014-2020. 

NSRF 2014-2020. 

[18] IN ATHENS

[19] Cultural H.ID.RA.N.T., UIA. Year: 2020-2023



Social Policy Studies Services

The assessment and evaluation of an area of intervention’s social, demographic, economic, 
and cultural features are crucial for successfully implementing a project. In particular, in a 
period in which diverse crisis events (such as climate change, a health crisis or other natural 
disasters) affect and reshape the identity of an area, the study of the social impact of a project 
is crucial to the development of an integrated approach to address problems and to articulate 
innovative development proposals. Commonspace. Co-op and its associates, with their scientific 
expertise and professional experience, offer integrated social studies to public and private sector 
organisations. In this context, they provide consultation services to develop and improve public 
sector services in Municipalities, Regional Authorities or the Central Government.

Social Impact Assessment Studies aim to access, evaluate and manage the social impact of 
industrial and development projects. According to the International Association for Impact 
Assessment, a Social Impact Assessment is a process of research, planning, and managing social 
change or consequences (positive and negative, intended and unintended) arising from policies, 
plans, developments, and projects (UNEP, 2007). In this context, Social Impact Assessment 
Studies are a valuable tool for developing and implementing Social policy projects and programs. 
In Commonspace Co.op, we implement Social Impact Assessment Studies following the 
International Association for Impact Assessment protocols. 

[22] Power το Εquality - ΑDMIE. Year: 2025

[22]

Project Management - Advisory

The members and associates of commonspace have rich experience in managing large-scale 
projects across a range of themes and case studies. Our participation in a number of European 
and National co-funded projects have enforced our expertise on different aspects and themes: 
project co-ordination, partnership building, proposals submission, communication management, 
scientific co-ordination, etc.). 

Our main idea is that by developing new activities within such projects, we build synergies 
between different institutions of the private and the public sector and we develop innovative 
practices at different scales.

Services:
- Management of European and co-financed projects
- Communication Management
- Event Management
- Local Government Development Consultancy services

[21] Shedia Art: Social and Environmental project 
of upcycling and re-use/ up cycling,  DIOGENIS 
NGO Year: 2018-2020 

[21]



Universities / Institutions 

NTUA /  UOA / Agricultural University of Athens / University of West Attica
University of Patras 
University of Crete 
University of Thessaly
Institute of Historical Research
Regional Development Institute of Panteion University
BERNER FACHHOCHSCHULE
KTH Royal Institute of Technology School
UCL / THE BARTLETT
CNRS (French National Centre for Scientific Research)
University of Torino
University Politehnica of Bucharest
University of Cyprus
Complutense University of Madrid (UCM)
AESOP (Association of European Schools of Planning)
Paris 8 University

Foundations 

 Heinrich Böll Foundation
 Goethe-Institute Athens 
Greek National Opera (GNO)
 John S. Latsis Public Benefit Foundation
 Stavros Niarchos Foundation 
 Bodossaki Foundation (Active Citizens Fund)

NGOs and Cooperatives

DIOGENIS NGO
 WWF Greece 
Dipylon Society NPO
 DOCK ΑΜΚΕ
 SOCIALITY
 LUDD
 HERMES NGO
 Vouliwatch
 Ohi Pezoume  Performing  Arts  Non-Profit Company
 S-NODI
 APPUII

Our partners

Municipalities / Regions

 REGION OF ATTICA
 REGION OF PELOPONNESE
 MUNICIPALITY OF ATHENS
 MUNICIPALITY OF PIREUS
 MUNICIPALITY OF CHALANDRI
 MUNICIPALITY OF AGIA PARASKEVI
 MUNICIPALITY OF THESSALONIKI
 MUNICIPALITY OF TRIKALA
 MUNICIPALITY OF IOANNINA 
 MUNICIPALITY OF CHANIA
 MUNICIPALITY OF MESSINI

Public Bodies, Government Entities,
 Local and Regional Authorities

 MOU SA
 PPC SA
 ADDMA SA
 e - Trikala
 Development Agency of Karditsa SA
 CMFO SA
 EYDAP
 Climattica
 ICLEI Europe 

Companies

 SALFO & Associates SA
 A.T. Management 
 Theorema SA
 AMBIO SA
 TPA - Thymio Papayannis & Associates Inc.
 TECHNIKI EKPAIDEUTIKI SA
 GET SA
 SAMARAS & ASSOCIATES S.A. – CONSULTING ENGINEERS
 Optimum Value 
 TÜV AUSTRIA HELLAS
 NORTH SOUTH CONSULTANTS EXCHANGE (NSCE)


